
The Kducation of Henry Adams" a Delightful Autobiography
AX 7"! IKS the :iiiiniuiK'i'iiictit went nut
' Irnni Washington on March 'St,

J ill 8, that Henry Adams was dead we
imagine lhal comparatively fiw news-jmp- or

readers realized that the notice
rceorded llio death of om- - of the most
competent and scholarly historians which
this country has ever produced. His
name was knoivn, il -- true, to hundreds
of visitors to tile capita who had ad-

mired the superb Saint Caudens memorial
to his wife in the Ko.k Creek Cemetery
the beautiful finite n presenting Grief,
but none of his writings contain any ap-
peal to popularity, so their circulation
was limited, notwithstanding the fact that
lie devoted a long life to historical and
literary pursuits. A story was recently
printed in the New York Times to the
effect that when the late President Angell
reproached him for hning ceased to write
Mr. Adams responded: "My
writings have-alread- cost nie".u'0,000. I
think I have done my share."

No family in America can boast a mon,
distinguished ancestry than the Adams
family. The father of Henry Adams was
Charles Francis Adams, Sr., our Minister

,to England during the civil war; hi?
grandfather was .lolm Quine Adams, the
sixth President of the United States, and
his was .John Adams,
second President, ("baric-- - Francis Adams,
Jr., his older brother, was also a man of
military, political and literary distinction.
In the war of secession he rose from the
rank of a Lieutenant in the Union Array
to that of a Colonel of cavalry; he was
the first Uailroad Commissioner of

and an authority on ruilwuv
management; and he was the author of nu-
merous valuable monographs on historical
subjects. Best of all, he also left an auto-
biography, whi(., fr brilliancy and pi-
quancy has only been .npialled by the
book which is the subject of this article.
Life Was His Educator.

As the title of his book indicates, Henry
Adams regarded his education and his life
as one and the same thing. Education, in
the largest sense, begins with a man s
birth and does not end until he dies. Ilia
mother was a Brooks, and he was known
at first as Henry Hrooks Adams, but he
abandoned the use of the middle name,

'fits younger brother bring named Brooks
Adams. Henry Adams was born in Bos-
ton in 383S, and was graduated at Har-
vard College at tin; age of :0. AVhilc his
father was .Minister to England he acted
as his private secretary. After bis return
from London he became assistant profes- -

, eor of history at Harvard and also editor
of the Xorth American 1,'eview for a pe-
riod of six or seven years, until 1877,
when he removed to Wellington, where
ho resided during the rest of his life, de-

voting himself in a somewhat leisurely
way to literary pursuits.

His first essay in biography was a Life
of Albert Gallatin (Lippincolt, 1870), and
a little later he contributed a spirited but
not ovcrfriendly life of John Ilandolph of
lloanokc to the American Statesmen Se-

ries (Houghton Mifflin, 1882). His most
elaborate, scholarly and valuable work,
however, is his History of 'the United
States, in nine volumes, dealing with the
administrations of Jefferson and Madison
and covering the period of the War of
3812 (Scribncrs, 18S!M)l). Wholly dif-
ferent in style and spirit is Mont Saint
Miehel and Chartres (Hougthon Mifflin,
IflOl), a study of the thiiteentb century
in the light of modernism, his favorite
production among all his various writings.

A Modern Mediaevalist.
Speaking of himself, he says in the

present autobiography: "If history had a
chapter with which he thought himself
familiar it was the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries." He regarded 11!)0 to 1250 as
the period of history in which man held
thciiighcst idea of himself as a unit in a
unified universe. lie became convinceo
by long study that he could use that cen-

tury, "expressed in Amiens Cathedral and
the works of Thomas Aquinas, as the unit
from which he might measure down to hi3
own time, without assuming anything as
true or untrue, except relation," and
from that point "he proposed to fix a posi-

tion for himself which he could label : The
Education of Henry Adams: A Study of
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Tut titi' tlt I rutltry Mu'ttplicity. The nut
come is the autobiography before us.

On the paper cover which envelops the
book after the cleanly fashion which has
come into vogue in recent years the pub-

lishers have quoted these words from Em-

erson: "Beware when the great God lets
loose a thinker on the planet." We are
confident that the author could not have
sanctioned this quotation. The Adamses
have long been aristocrats", but they have
never been Their ten-

dency has been rather to judge them-

selves sternly, not to say harshly.

His Amusing Role.
When Henry Adams, after relinquish-

ing his professorship at Harvard, deter-
mined to make Washington his home, he
says: "As soon as Grant's Administra-
tion ended inl877 and Evarts became
Secretary of State Adams went back
there, partly to write history, but chiefly
because his seven years of laborious ban-

ishment in Boston convinced him that so
Kur as he had a function in life it was as
stable companion to statesmen, whether
they Irked it or "Njt.'' He characterized
his career at Harvard as a failure and de-

clared that it hail left him with no position
in the world.

Nothing else broadens the mind of a
bright boy so much as the privilege of '
early association with great men. One of
the advantages of the smaller American
colleges of the past was the opportunity
which their students enjoyed of inter-
course with processors instead of tntors
'with intellectual "leaders of proved ability,
rather than with those whose capacity

us in the process of development.
Henry Adams was early thrown into

contact with distinguished Bostonians at
bis father's houfe in Mount Vernon street.

Among these he mentions John O. Pal-
frey, Kiehard H. Dana and Charles Sum-
ner. Palfrey's name is unknown to the
younger generation of readers of the pres-
ent day, and l'ichard H. Dana is re-

membered only as the author of Tiro
Years Before the Mast, although he was
at one time a prominent figure in Massa-
chusetts and national politics.

R. H. Dana and Charles Sumner.
"Dana's ideal of life was to be a great

Englishman with a seat on the front
lienches of the IIouc of Commons until he
should be promoted to the woolsack; be- - A

yond all, with a social status that should
place him above the scuffle of provincial
and unprofessional annoyances." Henry
Adams says his mind "was aristocratic to
the tenth degree." Sumner was more at-

tractive to the hoy than either of the
others; Henry fairly worshipped him.
Sumner, like Kiehard H. Dana, valued
and cultivated his relations with English
people of prominence "He was rarrl
without a pocket full of letters from
duchesses or noblemen in England." On
account of his bitter anti-slaver- y senti-
ments he was socially ostracized in Boston
at this period, and therefore valued his
connection with English society all the
more. "While Sumner had neither wife
nor household and was the most socially
ambitious of all and the most hungry for
what used to be called polite society, he '

could enter hardlv half a dozen houses in
Boston."

He was always welcome, however, at the
house of Senator Lodge's father in Bea-

con street, and Longfellow stood by him
in Cambridge. At the present day, when
the name of Sumner stands out in our
national history as that of one of the great
and honored leaders of the anti-slaver- y

movement, it is difficult to realize that
there ever could have lieen a time when
r)e was banned by the best people of his
own State.

The Boy and the Books.
Henry Adams tells us that the influences

under which he. grew up, while he was
preparing for college, were purely politi- - I
cat ana literary, oo lar as religion was
concerned, he and his brothers and sisters
found even the mild discipline of the Uni-

tarian Church too irksome, so that "they
all threw it off at the earliest possible mo-

ment and never afterward entered a
church." Charles Francis Adams was in
the habit of reading aloud to his children
the ).:eches of Horace Mann, the Biyluw
Tapers and the poems and
Tennyson as fast as they appeared; but
he permitted them to read Dickens and
Thackeray for themselves. His "library
was full of eighteenth century history and
poetry in which the boy browsed in a des-

ultory way; "but when his father offered
his own set of Wordsworth as a gift on
condition of reading it through he de-

clined. Pope and Grav called for no men

tal effort : they were easy reading, but the
boy was .'10 years old before hi education
reached Wordsworth."

The class lists of Harvard College show-tha-t

Henry Adams stood precisely in the
middle of his Class. His literary abilities,
however, must have been highly appre-
ciated by his fellows, for they vw-t- ; him
to be their class orator a flattering
choice, inasmuch as Class Day in the eyes
of tlio students was the most important
function in the entire college course. His
speech was praised for the perfect

manifested by the orator;
which prompts him to observe that if
Harvard College gave the student nothing
else, it gave calm. He was inclined to
think that it gave him little more. He
says the four years passed at college were,
for his purpose, wasted.

"Harvard College was a good 'school,
but at bottom what the boy disliked most
was any school at all." He never learned
even the alphabet of mathematics: he got
nothing from the ancient languages but
two or three Greek plays, and in political
economy he was taught nothing of the
doctrine of Karl Marx nor anything about
capital!" The only teaching that appealed
to his imagination was it course of lec-

tures by Louis Agassiz on the glacial
period xmd palaxmtology, which had more
influence on his curiosity than the rest of
the college instruction altogether."

Off to Europe.

He regarded Harvard as having been a
negative force in his life erroneously as
we think and as having been chiefly val-

uable in weakening the violent political
bias of his childhood. The truth is that
he was a gentleman already and Harvard
made him a scholar. He says be ran
through libraries of volumes which he
forgot, even to their title pages; but the
fact remains that he would never have be-

come the accomplished historian and man
of letters into which he subsequently de-
veloped if he liad not gone to Harvard
Gdlege.

The next step in the education of Henry
Adams was a visit to Germany to study
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tin- ivil law at the nivcrsity of Berlin.
Jle crossed tin- - ocean in November, 185S,
on the Cunard steamer Persia, the newest,
largest and fastest steamship then afloat
commanded by the famous Captain Jud-kin- s.

The chapter of the autobiography
in which he narrates the failure of this
Berlin experiment abounds in delicious
satire. "

None of the many services rendered by
the Adams family to this nation is more
worthy of admiration the stead-

fastness with which Charles Francis
Adams upheld the cause of the United
States as our Minister to England during
the civil war. Henry Adams, in the ca-

pacity of private secretary, gained the
most intimate knowledge of the strenuous
At nlnmoiv fif I 111 f nvritiA TflK llf TP

counts in several chapters of his autobiog
raphy which constitute a valuable contri-
bution to the history of our foreign rela-

tions in a that men's souls.
Gladstone's extraordinary attitude in
favor of the Southern Confederacy was
evidently as much of a mystery to the
American .Minister's private secretary as
it hxs always been to the rest of the
world.

We followed the career of Henry
Adams far enough to indicate the attrac-

tiveness of this Iwok. It has highly
and deservedly praised. To appreciate
it to the full the reader know some- -

thing more it tells him concerning
the many men and women mentioned by
the author. In other words, Henry Adams
assumes the possession of a very exten-

sive fund of information on the part of
thoic who shall peruse this intimate per- -'

sonal narrative of his life. It is much

more, however, a mere
Mingled all through the story of

his we find a multitude of
suggestive, humorous and

satirical, on almost every' subject that has
interested mankind in America during the
last sixty years. No recently published''

contains so many quotable jiassages.

THE KDUCATIOK OF HKNRY ADAM8.
By Henry Adams. Houghton Mifflin Com-

pany. $5.

I
. .. J At,. TaVYVV turnn .... - - ri.

j aim in? mtsw books as urns

By Arthur Bartlett Maurice
A delightful Iwok about the most famous street In America. In a happy, anec-
dotal style, this book gives the most picturesqui features of a history extending
over a hundred year. Uluiitr.tli-- l.y Allan G. Cram. ll.Stl

By Maurice
Tlw sequel to THE W.UK HIKD. the most widely read of all Mae- -

docks, liko tiik iiluk iiikd. it is a symbolical play. .simple enougn
to dollpht children ami profound enough to throw light on the dcepvat, problems

of life. J1.60

THE
" By J. Henri Fabre

From the days of the Egyptians the beetle has been an Insect of peculiar interest.
This book by the "Insect's Homer" Is a scientific study of the beetle, written
like a brilliant novel. n.69

THE ADVANCE OF ENGLISH
IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

By William Lyon Phelps
The best criticism and comparison- - of English-speaki- poets of the List twenty
jeajw that has appeared. Second edition now ready. . $1.60

HERSELF IRELAND
By Mrs. T. P.

A very simple and charming book about Ireland by a brilliant American, wife of
the witty and beloved T. I. O'Connor. Illustrated. J 2.50

SPIRITUAL RECONSTRUCTION
IN YOU

Two little books on the spiritual life which have brought comfort to thousands of
bereaved souls. Each $1.00

SOLDIERS THE

Children
BROTHER
SISTER

autobiog-

raphy.

uuvu,

Maeterlinck

SACRED BEETLE

POETRY

O'Connor

CHRIST

LITTLE
LITTLE

By Willis J. Abbott
The stlrrins story of that popular branch of Uncle Sim'a fighting forces the
IT. s. Marines. The best book on the Bubject, says the U. S. Marine Corps. Illus-
trated. SI.S0

For

By The Brothers Grimm
Some of the best of Grimm's fairy stories. Illustrated in color In Arthur ISaek-ham- 's

Inimitable One of tho best books of tho year for the children's
Christmas. JX50

FOLK TALES FROM FLANDERS
A book of Belgian tales for the children, beautifully illustrated In the style of Jhu
old Flpmteh masters
num.

than calm

time tried

have

been

must
than

than

career

liook

icruncKs

style.

by Jean He masenero. i ne volume is a qusjiic uu ui
13.50


